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: Identified »s Of fleer at Titan T??;.- - •; - 



ii iii to spyieiSj 


'; • ! : ; By Michael 6etler ■ 

- ^ .1 . . 'Washington Post Staff Writer •? ; 

in ^ potentially imlwrtant breach of • 

: TJ.S.; military ' security; -.a 25-year;bld ^ 
TAir Force 'lieutenant who serves , as ,a;i 
v deputy crew . commander. for A ,>!fitan M 
/.nuclear missile has been- drresterl ^ for n 
visiting the Soviet Embassy herd with-^. 

• out reporting the visits to his supe* J 
Triors, the Pentagon said last night. 

;• Officials at Strategic Air Commands 
/■headquarters' in Omaha said 2nd Ltoit 
//Christopher, ; M, , Cooke of Richmond ,o 
i J . visited the embassy three timed petf| 
•i tween last December and this month. yg 
'■it Cooke is i'in pre-trial cbnfittemen^ 
•ill' McConnell Air Force;. Bade imear| 
R Wichita, Kan., the Pentagohiiaid^f* 
f /; He" is /charged. yvitH < "violating " An\ 
.Force', regulations ? which/ require, ,re : , 
'porting ’ all’. contacts Avith- representa>: ; 

! fives ■ of a xommutiist coUiitty”, the/ 
;Pent£ig6n , said. The maximum penalty . 
sis two yfears. at hard labor,'- forfeiture 
i t kyAQi> 1 anM>di9mtssnl' frdrh the sefvicei'M 



* **v> ,vowt> 4 ww ;; • ~ » • . , • -,» * Vj 

< thV' /JusticeVCepartihehtT for? possible; 

' prosecution , for other alleged offenses, :.] 
: the ‘Pentagon sources sbid. : ;.^ i"; ^v'^ 4 j 
?~.TKe Titan; is the .largest, and oldest ; 
f missile'. in,. the /US. arsenal Srid, packs' 
'the. biggest':' atomic? pilrich'. . Fifty-thfefer 
"of 'the huge ^iweap6hs,.afe' scattered in 
'•wIfeiigfeuhd'I/silbs;;'!;tlh»UgKbutJ}.the' 



Cooke'- has been stationed ; since last 

;jund,;v. : -:'; i 

SAC '.officials, in a /telephone .inter- . 

- view last night, said Cooke'k duties. itv-;,, 
deluded mbnitbririg the missiles’, alert/ 
f status .‘and reacting to authentic . mesf 



key to launch a missile: if /the proper 
coded instructions from. .the president. 
Wore received., 

• •; SAC. officers said the episode was "a j 
very serious' matter, seriovis .enough . to 1 
confine . tho officer and * keep j. him 
"under guard” lucid to. take "appropriate 
actions to guard \ national: security.” 
pentagon' officials ' said /aTcheckydis-d 
'closed that .? n&;.tldd<^enl3fto^hi<Ji| 
Cooke had access.:. were missing.'®; 

■ V There, . was; ; ho ./indication/: of ? vyhy 
Cooke wentto the embassylor what, if: 
anything,-, he? may. have ■told; the So- j 
. viets.. There also , was nd, indication- of 

' whether ^he Soviets' had initiated .the] 

•• contact. A ; spokesman, for .the/ Soviet? 
Embassy could, ; not.'- be?' reached j;for 
. comment; y.? 

"?',. (United;,' Press?.; International re- ] 
ported ? that i Mrs.*- Richard - C. • .Cooke, ! 
the lieutenant’s? mother,' said' the .'Air 

■ Force / has'Vbech, holding /her .'son-, in,. 

- protective '.^t^y/ih-ljKartsaJ/ahd.-at] 
'Langley Air Forcb/Base/m Ilampton] 
Va., for almost a . month. She also con-, 
teridirii ? that, The )Air||‘ph»r«i?r^4 [toy. 

*give 'her /son /an ? honorable .-.discharge; 
-/arid drop the matter. ?? 

|?L;(The.Air Force. hasn’t let me know.i 
|ariytliing.?Wo’yp been sitting hero just I 
^waiting, ”= she' said. /Cooke did riot tell.j 
ther. if, he was making contact. with the jj 
| Soviets, she’said.Jj^/^-fi/l^y-'IB?^ 
3 ^Although; they said they? could? ririt;l 
fjbe certain,? the SAC ..officers said .they ? 
Ucduld riot recall another case of. a ^mis-?; 1 

r.;i'r « J.C }J r t ■ ii.il" Lis..,! 


•v walked out . of the. Pentagon"' with top-A • 
/secret documents stuffed ill .his tcouv|i 
'1.8ers./ He pleaded-; gui]ty;' tb? an ..eaplo^g 
Triage charge. ?,y? ; 

- In December '. 1978, a former, Iow'dB 
“level' CIA employe] William Kampiles,f| 
/. was convicted ' of selling' ‘a . top-secret <i 
f.spy satellite rriariual to? the .Soviets in’ 

| what- was? widely .viewed as i -a major 
| breach of national security., The Kam- T 
} piles case'suggested how successful the;.; 
j.? Soviets had, ; beeti?iri|makirig /contact^ 

vWItii.niMrqfina witVi'rif’r’PSft th iriinortant:/: 



’f-,vThe Titans/ which date' to the early ! ' 
?1960s, : are in -service, at McCrihn'ell,- 
•iLittle ‘Rock Air Force Bose,. 'Ark.'; [and 1 
■/Davis-Monthan : Air ; Force Base/.riear] 
/Tucson, j : ; ; ;■ '?:?; \ .//;,<;! ? ji 

/f-./.The missile? has a. single yimhead-’ 
rated . at a nuclear, explosive- power? 

’ equivalent' to 'riirie? million . toria i of ? 
i’TNTf The vast, bulk, of the ?U.S;.!arid-‘! 

. .based ■ ICBM * force is' /composed //of ] 
i 1,000 Minuteman' missiles; more than', 
/half : ?of : '. Whichfhave; three warheads] 

t A. - 1 * 1*' iiLjj • ‘vi.-*!-: .1 




■J* 


-TJJit'phUUUUa tuiu CACV-UUDI %j' r 

? /The young officer thus , is familjar 
i with' ?, procedures ,,and . authenticating 
[codes by which the United States 

* would fire such' missiles in retaliation. 

* He also .would .be familiar with thA 
('way in? which the Titan;, is kept; qn| 

* alert?*,^U;fcr, t . ['X 

Dv. Cooke was serving ak one of two of-, j 
ificefs- who,;. in effect, wouid tUrn thfe / 
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f i.lt was believed to bo the first such 
• Case;' of ^ government employe being 
[accused of unauthorized contacts With , 
•} a representative of , a communist coun* 

! try/jBinceyformer iCIA .'.agent?; Dawd? 
1 Barnett? pleaded guilty last .October to 

Espying for, the Soviet Union. ,?].;>// '? - 

ku*'n-:A' sxar*i]_v-'-£Ll-.' tl 



